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Interest?

Historically expansive reef complex
Some of the largest reefs in the world
Reefs provide protection & stabilization
Erosion barrier

Fisheries production

Fossil shell resource




Ecological Role

Oysters are filter feeders
— Capture 1° productivity to benthas

— Reduce turbidity
e Trap sediments
e Process nutrients




Ecological Role

Oysters are reef builders
— Hard substrate
— Vertical structure

— Baffle or modify local water currents and
sediment patterns

— Geologic markers

— Epiboitic communities several phyla

o Food source for aviary, terrestrial & aquatic
species




Information Transfer

NOAA charts 11349, 11351
Personal interviews
Referrals

Delineation on charts

Recorded comments & recommendations
— anecdotal
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