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Academy for Commercial Fishermen Set for March

The past two to three decades have been a difficult time for Louisiana’s commercial fishermen. A combination
of price stagnation due to imports and rising fuel costs has left the industry in decline.

Although Louisiana shrimpers regained some pricing ground in 2013 with a drop in foreign imports and
new direct-to-consumer dockside sales initiatives, the industry still remains fragile. “To maintain its historical
prominence as a seafood industry leader, Louisiana needs a skilled and proficient workforce of fisheries
harvesters, dealers and processors,” said Thomas Hymel, Marine Extension agent for Louisiana Sea Grant (LSG)
and the LSU AgCenter in Iberia, St. Martin, Lafayette, Vermilion, St. Landry and Avoyelles parishes.

To that end, Sea Grant and the AgCenter will host three Louisiana Seafood Academy/Dock Day events in
March for commercial fishermen. The first academy will be March 12-13 in Houma, followed by a Belle Chase
program on March 20, and a final academy in Delcambre on March 25-26. Details will be available at
bayoulog.comllouisiana-fisheries.

During the last 25 years, the sale of Louisiana commercial fishing licenses has decreased by 56 percent. Similarly,
more than half the firms in the seafood dealer and processor sector have downsized, consolidated or closed.

“New industry realities require that fishermen, dock owners and processors are equipped to understand
business trends and strategies, technologies

and policies in order to survive in an
increasingly competitive and more regulated
trade,” said Hymel. “Yet, few resources have
been allocated that provide the training and
education needed to upgrade the Louisiana
industry beyond a commodity producer of
bulk seafood. The Seafood Academy and Dock
Days help correct that.”

The academies will provide opportunities
for hands-on learning and are free to all
participants.

“Our overall goal is to improve the
economic viability and resource stewardship
of Louisiana’s commercial fishing industry,”
added Alan Matherne, LSG and AgCenter
Marine Extension agent for Terrebonne,
Lafourche and Assumption parishes. “Those

commercial fishermen who participate in the

Seafood Academy will see the benefit.” Extension agent Thomas Hymel.



Ocean Commotion Marks 16 Years

The Louisiana Sea Grant College Program at LSU
hosted the 16th annual Ocean Commotion on Oct. 22
at LSU’s Pete Maravich Assembly Center (PMAC).
Nearly 2,000 students in grades K-8 attended the coastal
stewardship exposition.

Ocean Commotion offers students an opportunity to
learn about a host of issues that range far beyond
sea-exclusive themes in a lively, hands-on learning
environment. Exhibit topics included coastal marshes
and wetlands, invasive species, local ecosystems, boating
safety and Louisiana geology and wildlife. More than 60
presenters from private business; universities around the
state; government agencies; and public, non-profit and
private educational organizations participate as exhibitors
cach year.

“It’s a great experience for the students,” said Dianne
Lindstedt, LSG’s education coordinator. “They have the
opportunity to learn from professionals, but from each
other, too. This year we had 16 exhibits run by students
in grades 5 through 12. It’s a fantastic opportunity to
learn how important it is to communicate science and to
embrace stewardship of our natural environment.

“Many of the students may have never been to the
beach or even seen a swamp or marsh. This may be their
first experience with seeing fish and other animals up
close. It also benefits the presenters by highlighting how
important it 1s to effectively communicate their work to

Students (top) are wowed by a magnified,
3-D view of plankton, while high school volunteers (bottom)
share a lesson on modern and fossil sea creatures.

all audiences.”
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The Coalition to Restore Cooastal Louisiana will host the third State of
the Coast Conference March 18-20, 2014. The conference will feature three
days of presentations, keynote speakers and networking with experts focused
on providing information about Louisiana’s changing coastal ecosystem and
the communities and economy it supports.

More than 900 attendees are expected to participate, representing a
diverse group of parties interested in coastal Louisiana including scientists,
land owners and managers, officials from various levels of government,
industry and business leaders, and concerned citizens and students.

The conference will be held at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center
in New Orleans. Early registration continues through Jan. 19, 2014. For
more information, visit iitp: //www.stateofthecoast. org.
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The Louisiana Sea Grant College Program is part of
the National Sea Grant College Program maintained by
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
of the U.S. Department of Commerce. Sea Grant, a
unique partnership with public and private sectors,
combining research, education and technology transfer
for public service, is the national network of universities
meeting changing environmental and economic needs
of people in our coastal, ocean and Great Lakes regions.

© Louisiana Sea Grant College Program. Articles
within this publication or quotations from them may
be used or reproduced for educational purposes with
a formal credit to the Louisiana Sea Grant College
Program. This publication or portions of it may not
be used, printed or electronically transmitted for
other purposes without authorization from the
Office of Communications, Louisiana Sea Grant.
Please send a copy of all materials in which this
publication or any portion of it is reproduced to the
Office of Communications, Louisiana Sea Grant.

Please send change of address, subscription requests,
and correspondence to Coastal Clips, Louisiana Sea
Grant Communications Office, Louisiana State
University, Baton Rouge, LA 70803. (225) 578-6564.
Coastal Clips is published four times a year.
Subscriptions are free upon request. Visit us online
at www.laseagrant.org.

7
=
@,
<
~—d
%
Qe
Q
@,




