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BARATARIA BASIN NERR TEAM 

• Andy Nyman, LSU AgCenter and LSU 
• Tracy Quirk, Louisiana State University 
• Julie Whitbeck, National Park Service 
• Albert “Rusty” Gaude, Louisiana Sea Grant, LSU AgCenter 
• Quenton Fontentot, Nichols State University 
• Simone Maloz, Nichols State University 
• Carol Wilson, Louisiana State University 
• Dominique Seibert, LSU AgCenter 
• Donata Henry, Tulane University 
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What would a NERR in Louisiana do that is 
not already being done? 
•Research and Monitoring: focus on a portion of
the coast 

•Education and Outreach: focus on a portion of
the coast 
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Applied research and monitoring within the reserve boundaries... 
• The Science Collaborative is a competitive grant program for NOAA-funded 

research in the nationwide NEER system (average of $3 million/year). 
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Research Projects Key Words 
Fish 21 
Marsh 16 
Wetland 13 
Oysters 12 
Human 11 
Crabs 1 
Shrimp 1 
Waterfowl 1 
Birds 1 
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BARATARIA/BRETON BASIN NERR OPTIONS: 
IV.  Acquisition and Management Consideration 

State-Owned Lands 
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NERRS Monitoring 

NOAA's National Estuarine 
Research Reserve System 
acknowledges the importance 
of long-term environmental 
monitoring programs and data  
dissemination through the 
support of the NERRS System-
wide Monitoring Program 
(SWMP). 
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NERRS Monitoring 
Louisiana already has a world-class 
system for monitoring water salinity,
water depth, and vegetation, but 
currently lacks funding to monitor the 
effects of hurricanes, restoration, etc. on 
fish and wildlife.  

13 



 

NERRS Monitoring 
Louisiana already has a world-class 
system for monitoring water salinity,
water depth, and vegetation, but 
currently lacks funding to monitor the 
effects of hurricanes, restoration, etc. on 
fish and wildlife.  

Thus, a Louisiana NERR might 
emphasize fish and wildlife in its 
monitoring, and that emphasis could be
focused within the boundaries of a 
Barataria Basin NERR. 

14 



 

15

NERRS Monitoring 
Louisiana already has a world-class 
system for monitoring water salinity,
water depth, and vegetation, but 
currently lacks funding to monitor the 
effects of hurricanes, restoration, etc. on 
fish and wildlife.  

Thus, a Louisiana NERR might 
emphasize fish and wildlife in its 
monitoring, and that emphasis could be
focused within the boundaries of a 
Barataria Basin NERR. 



16

NERR Headquarters serve as community 
centers, promoting education that is locally
relevant to coastal management. 

Example of a NERR Headquarters: Grand Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve, Jackson County, Mississippi. 



Example of a NERR Headquarters: Grand Bay National 
Estuarine Research Reserve, Jackson County, Mississippi. 
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Education offsite and at NERR Headquarters… 
• K-12 Estuarine Education Program: Helps educators bring estuarine 

science into their classrooms through hands-on learning, experiments, 
fieldwork, and data explorations.  

• Coastal Training Program: Training and technical assistance on relevant 
coastal management issues to local coastal decision-makers. 

• Community Programs:  Adult and family activities. 
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Ecotourism Potential 
of a NERR 
Headquarters 

If 1% of tourists 
visiting New Orleans 
took a daytrip to a 
NERR, the NERR 
would have 197,500 
visitors in addition to 
traditional visits. 
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Two potential sites 
for a Headquarters: 

• Lafitte 
• Plaquemines 

Parish 
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A  NERR  HQ  could  be  located  near  
Lafitte’s  Barataria  Museum  and  
Wetland  Trace. 

 



         
             

     
              

       
            

Plaquemines Parish has offered 10 
acres of Parish Land (the former LSU 
AgCenter Citrus/Coastal Research 
Station) for use as NERR HQ. A 
parish‐owned boat launch in 
Barataria Bay is 2.5 miles away. 
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The 246,766 acre Apalachicola National Estuarine Research 
Reserve. 
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Fair range of subsidence rates but excludes the most 
rapidly subsiding areas. 
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