Lagucappe

NOAA Fisheries Announces the 2025 Gag Recreational
Season in Federal Waters of the Gulf
What/When/Why:

* Federal waters of the Gulf will open to gag recreational harvest at 12:01 a.m., local time, Sept. 1, 2025,
and will close at 12:01 a.m., local time, Sept. 15, 2025.

Why the Gag Closure is Happening:
* NOAA Fisheries projects the 2025 recreational annual catch target will be harvested as of Sept. 14, 2025.
* In accordance with the regulations, NOAA Fisheries must close harvest when the recreational annual
catch target has been met or is projected to be met. Therefore, this closure will begin on Sept. 15, 2025.

During the Closure:

*  During the recreational closure, the bag and possession limits are zero for gag in or from federal waters of the Gulf.

»  The prohibition on possession of gag also applies in Gulf state waters for a vessel issued a valid federal charter vessel/headboat
permit for Gulf reef fish.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the catch levels for gag in the Gulf?

* The most recent population assessment (SEDAR 72) for Gulf gag indicated that the stock is overfished and undergoing
overfishing.

* Catch limits for Gulf gag are based on the projections from SEDAR 72, which included estimates of private recreational
landings in Florida derived from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s State Reef Fish Survey.

* The stock annual catch limit for 2025 is 615,000 pounds gutted weight. The unadjusted recreational annual catch limit and
annual catch target for 2025 are 399,000- and 319,000-pounds gutted weight, respectively. Final 2024 landings (252,367
pounds gutted weight) exceeded the 2024 recreational annual catch target and annual catch limit. Reducing the 2025
recreational annual catch limit and annual catch target for gag by the 88,991-pound overage in 2024, results in a 2025
recreational annual catch limit of 310,009 pounds gutted weight and a 2025 recreational annual catch target of 230,009 pounds
gutted weight.

Gag Grouper. Duane Raver.
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How was the recreational gag season determined?
The recreational accountability measures state that NOAA Fisheries will close the recreational sector for the rest of the fishing
year when landings are expected to reach the recreational annual catch target. Further, if NOAA Fisheries estimates that
recreational landings exceeded the recreational annual catch limit and gag is overfished, then in the following year, NOAA
Fisheries will reduce the recreational annual catch limit and annual catch target by the amount of the overage.
* Elevated fishing effort for recreational gag was observed beginning in 2023 following the shortening of the season and shift in
start date.
* NOAA Fisheries worked with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to project the fall season length for gag
based on the 2024 landings.
* NOAA Fisheries chose to be conservative by selecting a closure date at the low end of the season duration projections, due to
the large overage of the catch limits that occurred in 2023 and 2024 and the impacts that would be imparted on the recreational
sector in 2026 if an overage of the annual catch limit was to occur in 2025.

LDWPF’s Fish Hatcheries Complete 2025 Spring Florida Bass Stockings

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Inland Fisheries Section, in cooperation with the USFWS’
Natchitoches National Fish Hatchery and the City of Shreveport’s Cross Lake Fish Hatchery, produced and stocked approximately
5.3 million freshwater sportfish into 56 waterbodies statewide during the spring 2025 stocking season. The stocked fishes primarily
consisted of Florida largemouth bass (Micropterus salmoides) (5.2 million). Florida bass stocking is not typically performed to
increase the abundance of bass in Louisiana waterbodies, but rather to increase the size potential of bass in Louisiana waterbodies.
The Florida bass species is capable of growing larger than Louisiana’s native largemouth bass (Micropterus nigricans) species. The
two species readily hybridize, and individuals reaching or exceeding 10 pounds in Louisiana usually have some degree of Florida
bass genetic influence as a result of LDWF’s stocking efforts. Stocking Florida bass into existing native populations of Largemouth
bass, where successful, increases the potential for anglers to catch quality and/or trophy bass.

Florida bass stockings completed from January to June of 2025 are listed in the table below.

Body of Water Species Size Quantity Stocked
Bayou Bartholomew Florida Bass Fingerlings 16,200
Bayou D’ Arbonne Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 300,400
Bayou St. John Florida Bass Fingerlings 3,200
Bayou Teche National

Wildlife Refuge Florida Bass Fingerlings 2,000
Black Bayou and Black

Bayou Reservoir Florida Bass Fingerlings 11,500
Black Bayou Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 84,200
Black Lake and Clear Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 105,400
Black River Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 33,000
Bussey Brake Florida Bass Fingerlings 40,100
Caddo Lake and James Bayou Florida Bass Fingerlings 176,900
Cameron Prairie Florida Bass Phase II

Fingerlings 100

Caney Creek Florida Bass Fingerlings 53,000
Caney Lake (combined) Florida Bass Fingerlings 61,200
Chatham Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 3,100
Cheniere Brake Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 63,400
Chicot Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 32,900
Clear Lake and Smithport Lake ~ Florida Bass Fingerlings 15,100
Corney Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 14,600
Cotile Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 26,200
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Body of Water Species Size Quantity Stocked
Cross Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 114,100
Drainage Canals, Jefferson and
Orleans Parishes Florida Bass Fingerlings 600
Eunice City Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 1,200
False River Florida Bass Fingerlings 6,000
Fullerton Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 570
Grand Bayou Reservoir Florida Bass Fingerlings 36,000
Gretna City Pond Florida Bass Fingerlings 300
Henderson Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 50,300
Holbrook Park Pond Florida Bass Fingerlings 250
Iatt Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 71,000
Ivan Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 10,000
Kepler Creek Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 24,600
Kincaid Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 38,000
Lacassine Pool Florida Bass Fingerlings 180,400
Lake Bistineau Florida Bass Fingerlings 229,900
Lake Bruin Florida Bass Fingerlings 20,000
Lake Buhlow Florida Bass Adults 77
Fingerlings 5,300
Lake Claiborne Florida Bass Fingerlings 143,800
Lake Concordia Florida Bass Fingerlings 22,000
Lake Fausse Point and Florida Bass Fry 2,080,500
Dauterive Lake Fingerlings 100,300
Lake LaFourche Florida Bass Fingerlings 25,900
Lake Providence Florida Bass Fingerlings 44300
Lake St. John Florida Bass Fingerlings 50,600
Larto Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 80,500
Little Alabama Bayou Florida Bass Fingerlings 4,000
Mill Creek Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 6,800
Millers Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 32,100
Nantachie Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 36,400
Pearl River Navigation Canal Florida Bass Phase 11
Fingerlings 3,200
Perez Park Pond Florida Bass Fingerlings 300
Poverty Point Reservoir Florida Bass Fingerlings 20,100
Rockefeller Refuge Florida Bass Fingerlings 105,800
Sibley Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 21,000
Spanish Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 26,600
Toledo Bend Reservoir Florida Bass Fingerlings 499,400
Valentine Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 1,100
Vernon Lake Florida Bass Fingerlings 84,000
TOTAL 5,219,797

More information about the LDWF Freshwater Fish Hatcheries can be viewed at :
www.wif louisiana.gov/page/freshwater-fish-hatcheries.
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Fall Women'’s Fishing 101 Workshop Application Period is Open

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation (LAWFF) are
teaming up to present two Women’s Fishing 101 Workshops this fall. The workshops are open to women over the age of 18 who are
looking to become knowledgeable and confident anglers.

The workshops cover a variety of skills to help make fishing more enjoyable. LDWF biologists and aquatic volunteer instructors
will train 15 women per event in fish identification, best fish handling practices, preparing fishing equipment,
basic fishing skills, as well as cleaning, storing and cooking fish.

Fall Workshop Dates:

+ Saturday, Oct. 4, 2025 — LDWF Waddill Wildlife Refuge, Baton Rouge
* Application period open Aug. 1, 2025 — Aug. 31, 2025

+ Saturday, Dec. 6, 2025 - LDWF Waddill Wildlife Refuge, Baton Rouge
* Application period open Oct. 1, 2025 — Oct. 31, 2025

Apply for the October 4th workshop (https.://ldwfwufoo.com/forms/z1f79wq71k6674d/ ) until Sunday, Aug. 31.

Please remember that each Women'’s Fishing Workshop will be limited to 15 participants per date. Participants must be first-time
attendees and may only attend one workshop. Selected registrants will be notified via email prior to each workshop. Applications
will not be reviewed until after the application period has closed.

While not required to register, participants must possess a valid Louisiana fishing license (https://www.wif.louisiana.gov) to
participate in the workshop. Purchase your fishing license today at:

https://louisianaoutdoors.com/?utm_source=Homepage Main_Button&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=LDWF Website

The Women’s Fishing Workshops are hosted in conjunction with the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation (LAWFF).
The Foundation was formed to help expand and support LDWF education and research programs with additional resources
developed through its own facilities. Encouraging support for LDWF programs is the major focus of the Foundation, accomplished
by connecting people and businesses with Louisiana’s natural resources. For more information, visit www.lawff.org.

Women’s Fishing 101 Workshops are funded by the Sport Fish Restoration Fund, a USFWS grant program that provides grant
funds to the states, the District of Columbia and insular areas fish and wildlife agencies for fishery projects, boating access and
aquatic education.

New Recreational Wahoo Regulations Became Effective June 20

The new wahoo regulations went into effect on June 20, establishing a five-fish per-person recreational bag and possession limit.
Previously, there were no established recreational bag and possession limits for wahoo.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) Commission began this rule-making process at its February 2025
meeting, and the following rationale was provided to establish the rule:

* Trips with large amounts of wahoo landed in Texas from the Flower Garden National Banks have prompted discussions of
potential federal management of the species at the Gulf Council level.

* Preferred management of the species should be at the state level to avoid potentially more restrictive federal regulations for
isolated events.

* LDWF has not observed any recreational fishing trips during LA Creel dockside surveys that included more than five wahoo
per angler, so the impact of this rule should be minimal to the recreational angling public.

* Regulations will provide a precautionary approach in terms of reducing large one-time catches during wahoo aggregations.

With these regulations now in effect, the LDWF can notify the Gulf Council that management measures for wahoo are in place
for Louisiana. LDWF utilizes the LA Creel program to monitor recreational wahoo landings.

LAGNIAPPE « AUGUST 2025


https://www.lawff.org
https://louisianaoutdoors.com/?utm_source=Homepage_Main_Button&utm_medium=Web&utm_campaign=LDWF_Website
https://www.wlf.louisiana.gov
https://ldwf.wufoo.com/forms/z1f79wq71k6674d

Gulf Council Asks Fishermen for
Information on Gray Triggerfish

The Gulf Council would like to gain a better understanding
of what’s happening with gray triggerfish in the Gulf. The council
recognizes that as active fishermen, you may notice trends or interesting
things happening in the Gulf that the scientists and managers may
not be aware of yet.

We rely on your on-the-water expertise to guide our current
understanding of what’s happening. A scientific stock assessment
of gray triggerfish is set to begin soon. The information you
provide through our Fisherman Feedback Tool will help to
inform scientists and managers as they formulate a current
understanding of the gray triggerfish stock.

Please submit your responses to our Fisherman Feedback Tool
for Gray Triggerfish:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFIp2TY MHowARpvkdFEvDibhhO3BQkbJXqqWa2Bri3C3e-Q/viewform

Responses are due by 5:00 PM, EST on Aug. 29, 2025.

Louisiana Snapper Watch

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) released the red snapper landings estimates through July 27, 2025.
LA Creel, LDWF’s near real-time landings data collection program, indicates that 576,261 pounds, or 64.4 percent, of Louisiana’s

2025 annual private recreational allocation of 894,955 pounds.

The private recreational red snapper season began May 1 in both state and federal waters, running seven days a week with a
daily bag limit of four fish per person and a 16-inch total length minimum size limit. The season will remain open until recreational

landings approach or reach Louisiana’s allocation.
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Louisiana Shrimp Watch
The shrimp watch data for the August issue includes data through April 2025. All landing data is based on trip ticket data provided
by Gulf States Fisheries Commission and no estimations have been made.

Louisiana 2025 Shrimp Landings to Date (January - April)
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The Gumbo Pot

Pan-fried Black Drum with Pecan Meuniéere Sauce

Recipe provided by Addie K. Martin, chef for Culicurious

This pan-fried black drum recipe features a buttery pecan Meuniére sauce. It’s light in texture, crispy-coated and totally delicious.

Prep: 20 minutes. Cook: 15 minutes. Total: 35 minutes.

INGREDIENTS:

2-4 oz black drum fish filets
(substitute snapper, grouper,
red drum or striped bass, if needed)

1 cup milk

1 egg

1 teaspoon Dijon mustard

1 teaspoon kosher salt

1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

1 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 cup neutral oil (like olive,

grape seed or safflower seed)

Meuniére Sauce:

1 stick butter

1 cup chopped pecans

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

1 teaspoon champagne vinegar

2 teaspoons fresh Meyer lemon juice
1 tablespoon finely minced parsley

METHOD:

Preparing the Fish:

1. Rinse the black drum filets and pat them dry.

2. In a small mixing bowl or shallow dish, whisk together the milk, egg, mustard,

kosher salt and cayenne pepper. Spread the cup of flour on shallow dish like a dinner plate.

3. First dredge the fish in the flour, then into the egg/milk mix and then back into the flour.

4. Lay in a single layer on a flat surface like a plate or baking sheet. Allow the battered fish filets
to sit while making the Meuniére sauce.

Meuniére Sauce:

1. Start by melting butter in a large, wide skillet over low heat. Watch it carefully to make sure
butter doesn’t burn. Continue to cook for about 6-7 minutes, until butter is golden brown and milk
fat solids have browned lightly as well.

2. Add pecans and cook for about one minute, until they are shiny and slightly toasted in the
butter. The butter will be foamy at this stage.

3. Remove from heat. Whisk in the kosher salt, champagne vinegar and meyer lemon juice. Set
aside for now.

Finishing the Dish:

1. Add the neutral oil to a skillet and heat over medium-high heat.

2. When the oil starts to shimmer, add the black drum filets.

3. Cook about 2 minutes per side. Don’t overcook the fish - it will dry out.

4. Set fish filets on plate. Whisk the parsley into the Meuniére sauce and then divide it between
the two fish pieces.

5. This fish dish is delicious served with mashed turnips and braised collard greens. If cooking
those, prepare ahead of time and then cook the black drum and Meuniére sauce last.
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For more information, contact your local extension agent:

Thu Bui
Marine Agent
St. Mary, Iberia and Vermilion Parishes

Phone: (337) 828-4100, ext. 300
tbui@agcenter.Isu.edu

Carol D. Franze
Marine Agent

Southeast Region

Phone: (985) 875-2635
cfranze@agcenter.Isu.edu

Haley Gambill
Marine Agent
Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes

Phone: (985) 873-6495
mgambill@agcenter.Isu.edu

Albert ‘Rusty’ Gaudé
Marine Agent
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Charles and St. John Parishes

Phone: (504) 433-3664
agaude@agcenter.Isu.edu

We would like to hear from you! Please contact us regarding fishery questions, comments or concerns you would
like to see covered in the Lagniappe. Anyone interested in submitting information, such as articles, editorials or

Thomas Hymel

Marine Agent

Iberia, St. Martin, Lafayette, Vermilion, St. Landry and
Avoyelles Parishes

Phone: (337) 276-5527

thymel@agcenter.Isu.edu

D. Jordan Poole

Marine Agent

Cameron and Calcasieu Parishes
Phone: (337) 905-1318
dpoole@agcenter.Isu.edu

Dominique Seibert

Marine Agent

Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes
Phone: (504) 433-3664
dseibert@agcenter.Isu.edu

photographs pertaining to fishing or fisheries management is encouraged to do so.

Please contact Lagniappe editor Jeffrey Plumlee at jplumlee@agcenter.Isu.edu

Jeffrey Plumlee

Fisheries Specialist

Louisiana State University AgCenter

334 Renewable Natural Resouces Building
Baton Rouge, LA 70803

Phone: 225-578-4102

Email: jplumlee@agcenter.Isu.edu

Be sure to visit the Lagniappe blog for
additional news and timely events between issues.
https://louisianalagniappe.wordpress.com/

Editor: Jeffrey Plumlee

Web coordinator: Melissa Castleberry

Lagniappe Fisheries Newsletter
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