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The Efficacy of Slot Limits
	










What is fecundity?
	







Why protect older fish?
	











Figure A is the relationship between fish size (x-axis, Total length 
[mm]) and “batch fecundity” on the y-axis. Batch fecundity is 
a scientific estimation of the total number of eggs that a female 
carries that can be released in a single spawning event. 

Figure B shows the same relationship but instead of size, batch 
fecundity (y-axis, black dots) and weight (second y-axis, grey 
triangles) are plotted against age. According to this study, on the 
higher end for fish that are five years old, a female spotted seatrout 
can contain greater than 1.2 million eggs. 

Fecundity and slot limits
	






around 200,000 eggs at a given time; however, a fish at the upper end of the slot limit 20 inches (~ 500 mm) can hold as many as two-
times (400,000 eggs) to five-times (1 million eggs) as many eggs. For the purposes of management, protecting large seatrout may be 
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an effective way to quickly increase the fecundity per individual in a population and increase fishery production (addition of new fish 
biomass into the fishery). 

Arguments against slot limits
       Some opponents of slot limits argue that artificially altering the age structure of fish by protecting larger individuals may alter 
the ecological relationships among fish. However, the management benefits largely outweigh the ecological concerns, especially in 
scenarios where the density of fish is low (e.g. the fishery is overfished and overfishing is occurring) which reduce the likelihood that 
there is any sort of resource limitation for fish to grow. Additionally, for coastal fish like spotted seatrout, the environment that they 
live in is typically highly productive (i.e. low-salinity estuaries) with many other co-occurring species that forage on the same food as 
seatrout. Specifically in these scenarios where the density of fish is low and resources are not limited altering the size structure of an 
individual species may have a dampened effect.
	







Further reading:
	

	


New Speckled Trout Regulations went into Effect Nov. 20, 2023
	 The new speckled trout size and daily creel limits went into effect Nov. 20, 2023.

 

The new regulations are as follows:
	 Size Limit: 13-20 inches total length, only two fish included within the daily creel limit can be greater than 20 inches total length.
	 Daily Creel: 15-fish daily limit per angler.
	 Charterboat guides and crew will not be able to retain a creel limit while on a charter trip but may engage in fishing.
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Commercial Large Coastal Sharks Possession Limit Will Increase to 55 
Sharks When Season Opens Jan. 1, 2024
 Officials with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries announced the daily possession limit for 
commercially harvested large coastal sharks (great hammerhead, scalloped hammerhead, smooth hammerhead, 
nurse shark, blacktip shark, bull shark, lemon shark, sandbar shark, silky shark, spinner shark and tiger shark) is 
increasing from 45 to 55 per day when the 2024 season opens on Jan. 1. The adjustment was made by Secretary 
Robert Shadoin, as authorized by Wildlife and Fisheries Commission action in LAC 76.VII.357.H.2, after he 
was informed by NOAA Fisheries of a similar adjustment in the federal waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 
	


NOAA Fisheries will withhold a Portion of the 2024 Gag Individual  
Fishing Quota (IFQ) Allocation in Anticipation of a Quota Reduction
Key Messages:
	
 
 
	 
 

What This Means:
 • This action will withhold the distribution of gag IFQ allocation on Jan. 1, 2024, in the amount equal to the proposed reduction  
  in the allocation for shareholders in the Grouper- Tilefish IFQ quota program.
	 
 • The current gag commercial annual catch limit set in a 2023 Interim Action is 258,000 pounds (lb) gutted weight and the annual  
  catch target is 199,000 lb gutted weight. Amendment 56 would reduce these catch limits to 155,000 lb gutted weight and  
  147,000 lb gutted weight, respectively.
 • If NOAA Fisheries does not issue a final rule for Amendment 56 that is effective by June 1, 2024, then the withheld allocation  
  will be distributed back to the current shareholders, as determined on the date the withheld IFQ allocation is distributed.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Why is the Quota Reduction Occurring?
 • A 2021 stock assessment of Gulf of Mexico gag (SEDAR 72) indicated there were too few fish (overfished) and that too many  
  fish were being caught (overfishing taking place).  
 • In January 2022, NOAA Fisheries sent a letter to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council stating that gag 
  were overfished, and that a plan to rebuild the gag stock needed to be developed and implemented within two years  
  of the notification.
 • Amendment 56 was developed to address overfishing and rebuild the Gulf of Mexico gag stock. An Interim Action was  
  implemented in 2023 to reduce overfishing until Amendment 56 could be implemented (expected in early 2024). 

Will I be Able to Comment on the Proposed Reduction in Harvest?
	 •	 Yes, the Amendment 56 Notice of Availability and Proposed Rule are currently open for public comment.
	 •	 Comments on both Amendment 56 and the proposed rule will be used in making a determination on the final rule.

Where Can I Find More Information on the Gag Interim Measures?
	 Contact NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Regional Office
		  By Mail: 
			 
			 
			 
			 
			 

 

Daniel Luers
NOAA Fisheries, Southeast Regional Office
Sustainable Fisheries Division
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33701-5505

	 By FAX: (727) 824-5308
	 By Phone: (727) 824-5305
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Louisiana Shrimp Watch
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THE GUMBO POT 

Cajun Shrimp Spaghetti*

       

Recipe courtesy of Ms. Sarah’s Country Kitchen

From Ms. Sarah:  Hi Lagniappe readers!  
I am excited to share some tasty recipes utilizing some of the best Louisiana seafood out there!  

I would love suggestions, so please reach out to the editor on suggestions for recipes or critiques for improvement!

Ingredients:
	 2 lbs Gulf Shrimp, shelled and deveined
	 1 lb spaghetti, broken in half
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

1 lb Roma tomatoes
1 green bell pepper
1 red bell pepper
½ large white onion
3 celery stalks
1½ tbsp Cajun seasoning
2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

Directions: 
	 1. Bring a large pot of water to boil and add extra virgin olive oil.

2. Chop peppers, celery, onion and tomatoes into large chunks and blend  
 in a food processor until a chunky puree consistency forms.
3. Cook the broken spaghetti for 7 minutes or until al dente.
4. Add the tomato puree to a large pot and heat on med-high until boiling.
5. Add the Cajun seasoning to the puree and stir to mix.
6. Drain the cooked spaghetti and add to the tomato puree, mixing  
 spaghetti in, cook for 5 minutes.
7. Add the shrimp to the mixture, stirring well to combine the shrimp.
8. Cover the pot and cook for 7 minutes or until the shrimp is pink and  
  cooked through.

	
		
	
	
	
	
		
	
	
			
	 9. Enjoy!

          	Pair with garlic bread or add some sour cream to make it creamier.

* Total time: 45 minutes. Feeds 6-8 people. 
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For more information, contact your local extension agent:
Thu Bui
Marine Agent
St. Mary, Iberia and Vermilion Parishes
Phone: (337) 828-4100, ext. 300
tbui@agcenter.lsu.edu

Carol D. Franze
Marine Agent 

 

 

Southeast Region
Phone: (985) 875-2635
cfranze@agcenter.lsu.edu

Haley Gambill
Marine Agent
Terrebonne and Lafourche Parishes
Phone: (985) 873-6495
mgambill@agcenter.lsu.edu

Albert ‘Rusty’ Gaudé
Marine Agent 
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Charles and St. John Parishes
Phone: (504) 433-3664 
agaude@agcenter.lsu.edu

Thomas Hymel 
 

 

Marine Agent
Iberia, St. Martin, Lafayette, Vermilion, St. Landry and 
Avoyelles Parishes
Phone: (337) 276-5527
thymel@agcenter.lsu.edu

Kevin Savoie 
Marine Agent
Natural Resources-Fisheries
Phone: (337) 905-1318
ksavoie@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dominique Seibert 

 

 

Marine Agent
Plaquemines and St. Bernard Parishes
Phone: (504) 433-3664
dseibert@agcenter.lsu.edu

Mark Shirley
Marine Agent
Jefferson Davis, Vermilion, Acadia, St. Landry, 
Evangeline, Cameron, Calcasieu, Lafayette,  
Beauregard and Allen Parishes
Phone: (337) 898-4335
mshirley@agcenter.lsu.edu

We would like to hear from you! Please contact us regarding fishery questions, comments or concerns you would 
like to see covered in the Lagniappe. Anyone interested in submitting information, such as articles, editorials or 
photographs pertaining to fishing or fisheries management is encouraged to do so. 

Please contact Lagniappe editor Jeffrey Plumlee at jplumlee@agcenter.lsu.edu 
Jeffrey Plumlee
Fisheries Specialist
Louisiana State University AgCenter
334 Renewable Natural Resouces Building
Baton Rouge, LA 70803
Phone: 225-578-4102
Email: jplumlee@agcenter.lsu.edu

Be sure to visit the Lagniappe blog for 
additional news and timely events between issues. 

https://louisianalagniappe.wordpress.com/
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