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Atlantic (Black-Fingered) Mud Crab
 The Atlantic mud crab is the second largest mud crab. They fall just behind the stone crab growing to a maximum width of  
2.5 inches. The Atlantic mud crab is distinguished from other mud crabs by the color of their claws. The top and bottom of their claws 
are black and brown, fading to white around the base. A large tooth is noticeable on the finger of the large claw when the claw is 
clamped shut. 
 The Atlantic mud crab gets its name from 
its primary habitat which includes oyster reefs, 
mangrove swamps and salt marshes along the 
Atlantic coast of North America. They can be found 
as far north as Massachusetts, as far south as Brazil 
and as far east as Bermuda. The Atlantic mud crabs 
use their claws to crack the shells of oysters and 
clams and can be found feeding on crustaceans, 
worms, fish and snails. Mud crabs are a top 
predator on marsh periwinkle snails, keeping snail 
populations in check that could otherwise destroy 
large amounts of wetland vegetation. They are also 
important prey species for birds, fish and larger 
crustaceans. 
 Reproduction for these crabs is similar to most 
other decapod crustaceans. The male mud crab will 
transfer spermatophores, or sperm-filled cases, to 
the female, who will then brood her fertilized eggs 
on her abdomen until they hatch. The larvae hatch with undeveloped limbs and float through the water similar to plankton. The larvae 
will then molt four times over the next 15 days before they are able to develop functional claws. After just a few more weeks, the larvae 
will then be large enough to be called a “megalopa” and will settle on the seafloor to molt into a juvenile crab. Crabs will reach sexual 
maturity in 18 to 24 months of age. 
 The Atlantic mud crab has a heavy reliance on their environment and habitat. Temperature, salinity and current all play a major 
role in their ability to survive and reproduce. Because of this, oyster reefs and salt marshes in which they live are critical parts of state 
conservation and wildlife action plans. – Bailey Pentz

Photo: https://www.gbif.org/occurrence/2251583572

USDA Invests Grant Funds Through LADF to Support Seafood Industry 
 The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced an investment of $4,229,669 in grant funds to support Louisiana seafood 
processors, processing facilities, and processing vessels for expenses related to COVID-19.
 The Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Forestry’s (LDAF) Louisiana Agricultural Finance Authority (LAFA) has been 
selected to administer the Louisiana Seafood Processors Pandemic Response and Safety Block Grant Program (LSPPRS) as a result of 

A Joint Publication of Louisiana Sea Grant and LSU AgCenter



2

LAGNIAPPE • VOLUME 46, NO. 2

the grant award. The program is funded by the Pandemic Assistance provided in the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021.
 The grant will be made available to Louisiana residents that possess one of the following Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries licenses during 2020 and 2021:
 • Residential Wholesale/Retail-Business,
 • Residential Wholesale/Retail-Vehicle,
 • Residential Vessel, and
 • Residential Seafood Retailer/Dealer.

 It is important to note these funds are not for lost revenue. They are to reimburse businesses for expenses paid during the dates of 
Jan. 27, 2020, through Dec. 31, 2021. Qualifying expenses must have been for: 
 1) Workplace safety measures – ex: PPE, sanitizers, handwashing stations, cleaning supplies.
 2)  Market pivots – ex: virtual/online sales costs – website development – credit card processing fees, new signage.
 3)  Retrofitting facilities to keep workers and consumers safe - ex: maximizing open-air activities, plexiglass, walkup windows, fans, 
  tents, weights, tables, chairs.

 

 

 

 

 4)  Transportation, additional transportation costs incurred to maintain social distancing – ex: an additional van to allow for one 
  driver at a time or buying a van for deliveries.
 5)  Worker housing, additional housing costs incurred to maintain social distancing or to allow for quarantining of new or 
  exposed employees.
 6) Medical – unreimbursed costs associated with providing or enabling vaccinations, testing or treatment of infected employees, 
  including paid leave.

 The application and guidelines for the program are currently being developed. More information will be forthcoming.
For more information, call (225) 922-1277. The original LDAF press release can be found at: www.ldaf.state.la.us/news/usda-
announces-grant-awarded-louisiana-to-support-the-seafood-industry/.

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council January 2022 Updates 

 • Shrimp: After hearing a presentation on the NOAA Fisheries review of draft type-approval specifications for reinstating the 
historical cellular electronic logbook program, the council continued work on an updated Draft Framework Action that aims to transition 
the federally permitted Gulf shrimp fleet to a new platform for vessel position data collection and transmission. The council discussed 
potential avenues for data transmission and considered how timing of VMS pilot testing on shrimp vessels and the development of 
council-funded research to explore the P-Sea Windplot software program would impact development of the Draft Framework Action. 
The council plans to continue work on this document at a future meeting.
 • Greater Amberjack: The council was presented with revised projections from the most recent greater amberjack stock 
assessment (SEDAR 70 2020). The assessment shows that greater amberjack is both overfished and experiencing overfishing, and that 
recent average recruitment is lower than it’s ever been. The revised sector allocation-specific projections aim to rebuild the greater 
amberjack stock by 2027. Based on the results of the stock assessment and revised projections, the council’s Scientific and Statistical 
Committee recommended new overfishing limit and acceptable biological catch recommendations for greater amberjack. These 
recommendations require a significant decrease in harvest and the council is obligated to adjust the greater amberjack annual catch limit 
so it does not exceed the newly recommended acceptable biological catch. The council will use this new information and catch limit 
recommendations as it develops a modification to the current greater amberjack rebuilding plan.
 • Vermilion Snapper: After hearing a summary of public comments and recommendations from its Reef Fish Advisory Panel, the 
council took final action on a Framework Action to increase the vermilion snapper overfishing limit, acceptable biological catch and 
annual catch limit. The most recent stock assessment (SEDAR 67 2020) determined that the stock is not overfished nor experiencing 
overfishing.  Vermilion snapper is managed as a single stock without sector allocations. The assessment incorporated new recreational 
catch and effort estimations from the Marine Recreational Information Program’s Fishing Effort Survey (MRIP-FES) and determined 
that the stock is healthy so, the council increased vermilion snapper catch limits in pounds whole weight as follows: Overfishing Limit 
8,600,000; Acceptable Biological Catch 7,270,000; and Annual Catch Limit 5,450,000. This Framework Action to Modify Vermilion 
Snapper Overfishing Limit, Acceptable Biological Catch and Annual Catch Limit will be transmitted to the Secretary of Commerce for 
approval and implementation as soon as practicable.
 For more updates from the January 2022 meeting, please visit https://gulfcouncil.org/press/2022/january-2022-council-update/.  
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Alternative Oyster Culture Grant Recipients Announced
 The first round of Alternative Oyster Culture (AOC) grants, totaling $330,000, have been announced. 
 Grants were awarded to:
   • Marcos Guerrero, dba Grand Isle Sea Farms, for a nursery farm and grow-out farm
   • Scott Maurer, dba Louisiana Oyster Co. Farm, for a nursery farm and grow-out farm
   • Jules Melancon, dba Caminada Bay Oyster Farm, for a nursery farm and grow-out farm
   • Brandi Shelley, dba Shelley Farms Premium Louisiana Oysters, for a nursery farm and grow-out farm
   • Nathan Herring, dba Bright Side Oyster Farm, for a grow-out farm
   • Kim Galjour, dba Dos Gris Oyster Farm, for a grow-out farm

 
AOC grant recipients are (from left) Scott Maurer, Nathan Herring, Boris Guerrero, Marcos Guerrero, Jules Melancon, Kim Galjour, 
Brandi Shelley and Terry Shelley.

 The first round of competitive funding was open to all Louisiana licensed oyster fishers. A second-round application announcement 
is scheduled for April. Individuals who were not funded in the first round are automatically enrolled in the second round.
First-round grant priority was given to cage-culture farmers who were already in the business and impacted by Hurricanes Zeta and 
Ida. Individuals had to apply for each type of grant, and each was independently assessed in the award process with no guarantee that 
success in one category meant success in another. Award amounts were $15,000 per nursery farm and $45,000 per grow-out farm.
 “Congratulations to the recipients that have been awarded funds in the first round of the AOC grant program,” said Wood Oglesby, 
Louisiana Sea Grant AOC program outreach coordinator. Oglesby’s role in the program is to be an extension-type liaison working with 
new and existing farmers to help them develop alternative culture oyster businesses. “I’m excited for what’s ahead and I look forward to 
the association between farmers and Sea Grant,” he added.
 Funding for the grant program, which is administered by Louisiana Sea Grant (LSG) and awarded by the Iberia Development 
Foundation (IDF), comes from the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) and the Coastal Protection and Restoration 
Authority (CPRA). 
 The goal of the program is to expand AOC operations across the state. That includes establishing AOC seed nurseries and grow-out 
facilities, hatcheries and areas legally designated as AOC Management Units (parks) that contain multiple farms in one location.
 Grant recipients were chosen by a selection committee made up of impartial industry experts, who evaluated each on a competitive 
scale based on five key elements. The committee reviewed the applicants’ personal qualifications and experience, the AOC site location 
as it influences the biological and physiological needs of the oyster and the ability to work and harvest without influences of public 
health concerns. Additionally, the committee was able to evaluate an applicant’s personal thoughts on what AOC means to them and 
how prepared they are to start a business, and any outside financial efforts they may be pursuing to bolster their business through grants. 
 Visit www.laseafoodfuture.com/aoc to stay informed about grant application opening and deadline information.
 Over the life of the three-year program, $1.8 million in grants will be available to AOC operators to acquire equipment and supplies 
to enhance existing businesses or establish new AOC businesses. Grant recipients are reimbursed – after submitting receipts, invoices 
and other documentation – for their purchases, up to the total amount of his or her grant.
  AOC is when oysters are grown in floating cages or in bottom-placed cages attached to pylons. This method allows the cages to be 
raised and lowered to protect oysters from predators, fouling and the burial effects of disasters like hurricanes.
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 “The Iberia Development Foundation is excited to be part of the team that is bringing this needed program to south Louisiana,” said 
Mike Tarantino, IDF president. “The foundation’s mission of economic and community development fits perfectly with the goals of the 
Alternative Oyster Program creating new opportunities for job creation, disaster recovery and industry resilience.”

Inland Fish Kills Following Hurricane Ida 
 Following Hurricane Ida’s Aug. 29, 2021, landfall, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries (LDWF) staff estimate that 
approximately 280 million fish were killed in inland waters, over an area that spanned approximately 1.8 million acres.
 LDWF staff notes strongly that there is no way to know exactly how many fish were killed following the storm. However, 
biologists have generated an estimate by using several factors – wetland maps, the known extent of fish kills, historic fisheries samples 
using rotenone (a naturally occurring fish toxicant) and expert opinion regarding the severity of kills.
 By comparison, LDWF biologists estimated 200 million fish were killed after Hurricane Isaac in 1992.
 LDWF logged information from 20 fish kills throughout Southeast Louisiana – collected from public 
phone calls, staff observations and social media posts. These records spanned an area of roughly 1.8 million acres, and most occurred in 
the week following Hurricane Ida. Fish of varying sizes and species were observed in kills.
 Tropical cyclones often cause the deaths of large numbers of fish, and Ida was no exception. During these weather events, high 
winds and storm surge create low-oxygen conditions by churning up sediments and blowing debris into waterways. Some areas 
experienced low-oxygen conditions for up to a month following the storm, while others recovered relatively quickly.
 All reported fish kills, except for one near Gibson, were in areas that experienced hurricane-force winds. The Lake Maurepas 
drainages were particularly hard hit, but Lake Pontchartrain and the East Bank of New Orleans fish populations seem to have been 
largely spared.
 LDWF staff use experience from previous storms to forecast how fish populations will recover.
 Generally, catchable fish will be scarce for approximately a year following a large fish kill. Waters that experience massive fish 
kills, often have areas that are spared. These areas are usually connected to other waters that were spared. In the months following a fish 
kill, surviving fish spread out over the depopulated area, benefitting from a landscape with little competition or predation and increased 
nutrients. The following spring, they will spawn with extremely high success rates. Because of this, the department generally witnesses 
increased numbers and growth rates of fish populations across the board, including sport fish. This pattern has been documented in the 
aftermath of several large storms in the 21st century. 
 For more information about the causes of fish kills, or to report a fish kill, visit www.wlf.louisiana.gov/page/fish-kills. To see 
how fish populations in other waterbodies have been impacted and recovered following hurricanes in the past 20 years visit the 
Inland Waterbody Management Plans page. Summaries of storm impacts are in Management Plan Part A and biological data on fish 
populations are in Management Plan Part B.

Gov. Edwards Appoints Brandon DeCuir and Kevin Sagrera to the  
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
 Brandon J. DeCuir, of Baton Rouge, has been appointed to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and will serve as an 
at-large member of the seven-person commission until April 30, 2025.   
 Kevin Sagrera, of Abbeville, has been appointed to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and will serve as commercial 
fishing and fur industry representative of the seven-person commission until February 2028. 
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REMINDER: Gulf of Mexico Vessel Monitoring Requirement for Charter/
Headboat Vessels Effective March 1, 2022
 The Southeast For-Hire Integrated Electronic Reporting (SEFHIER) program vessel monitoring system (VMS) requirement is 
effective March 1, 2022. The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council selected the VMS requirement to enhance recreational data 
and catch limit tracking in the Gulf of Mexico for improved fisheries management.
 This unit may transmit through either satellite or cellular signal and must meet the following requirements:
   • is permanently affixed to your vessel,
   • operates 24 hours a day,
   • must collect your location data at least once an hour for transmission to NOAA Fisheries (unless the vessel has an approved  
    power down exemption, or is in port and is equipped with a type-approved VMS unit configured with the four-hour  
    reporting feature),
   • has been properly installed by a certified and authorized installer (as authorized by the VMS vendor),
   • has been activated through the NOAA Fisheries Help Desk (the VMS vendor will contact the help desk on behalf of  
    the customer), and
   • will automatically transmit vessel location data at some time before offloading fish at the end of each trip, or within 30  
    minutes after a trip is completed if no fish were landed.
 More information and a list of approved VMS units can be found on the SEFHIER program webpage:  
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/rules-and-regulations/approved-vessel-monitoring-system-vms-units-reporting-southeast-hire-integrated.

Louisiana Shrimp Watch
 Louisiana specific data portrayed in the graphics are selected from preliminary data posted by NOAA on its website. All data 
portrayed are subject to final revision and approval by NOAA. Shrimp landings are ex-vessel prices, inclusive of all species harvested. 
Missing, inadequate or withheld reports are portrayed as “zero” in these graphics. Price graphics reflect central Gulf states only (Texas 
and Florida are reported independently). For more information, please refer to: www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/st1/market_news/index.html.
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THE GUMBO POT
LIMA BEANS WITH GREENS AND SHRIMP*

Recipe courtesy of Louisiana Kitchen & Culture. For more recipes or to subscribe to their magazine or free newsletter,  
please visit http://louisiana.kitchenandculture.com/. 

Equipment:
 • Instant Pot or electric pressure cooker

Ingredients:
 • 1 lb dried lima beans, picked over 
 • 1 c diced onion
 • 1 c diced bell pepper
 • 1/2 c diced celery
 • 1 tbs minced garlic
 • 1 tsp dried thyme
 • 1 bayleaf
 • Salt, pepper, and cayenne to taste
 • 4 c of sliced mustard greens or turnip greens, washed 
 • 1 lb cleaned Louisiana shrimp 

Method: 
 If time permits, soak beans overnight in a large pot of water. 
Drain then proceed. 
 Place beans, onion, bell pepper, celery, garlic, thyme, bay 
leaf, salt, pepper and cayenne in an Instant Pot or other electric 
pressure cooker. Stir then seal pot; cook under high pressure for 
10 minutes if beans are soaked, 20 minutes if not, then allow 
pressure to release naturally for 15 minutes. Vent then carefully 
remove the lid; taste and adjust seasoning. 
 Set pressure cooker to sauté: high and bring to a simmer. 
Add greens and cook, stirring, until wilted; cook for 5 minutes, 
then add shrimp. Cook, stirring occasionally, until shrimp are just 
done. Turn off heat. 

*Serves 6-8

Be sure to visit the Lagniappe blog for 
additional news and timely events between issues.  

https://louisianalagniappe.wordpress.com/

Lagniappe Fisheries Newsletter
  Editors: Julie Lively and Elizabeth Robinson    Web coordinator: Melissa Castleberry     Copy editor: Roy Kron   

http://louisianalagniappe.wordpress.com/
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For more information, contact your local extension agent:
Thu Bui
Marine Agent
St. Mary, Iberia, and Vermilion parishes
Phone: (337) 828-4100, ext. 300
tbui@agcenter.lsu.edu

Carol D. Franze
Marine Agent 

 

 
 

 

St. Tammany and Tangipahoa parishes
Phone: (985) 875-2635
cfranze@agcenter.lsu.edu

Albert ‘Rusty’ Gaudé
Marine Agent 
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Charles and St. John parishes
Phone: (504) 433-3664 
agaude@agcenter.lsu.edu

Thomas Hymel
Marine Agent
Iberia, St. Martin, Lafayette, Vermilion, St. Landry, and 
Avoyelles parishes
Phone: (337) 276-5527
thymel@agcenter.lsu.edu

Kevin Savoie
Marine Agent
Cameron and Calcasieu parishes
Phone: (337) 475-8812
ksavoie@agcenter.lsu.edu

Dominique Seibert
Marine Agent
Plaquemines and St. Bernard parishes
Phone: (504) 433-3664
dseibert@agcenter.lsu.edu

Mark Shirley
Marine Agent
Jefferson Davis, Vermilion, Acadia, St. Landry, 
Evangeline, Cameron, Calcasieu, Lafayette, 
Beauregard, & Allen parishes
Phone: (337) 898-4335
mshirley@agcenter.lsu.edu

We would like to hear from you! Please contact us regarding fishery questions, comments or concerns you 
would like to see covered in the Lagniappe. Anyone interested in submitting information, such as articles, 
editorials or photographs pertaining to fishing or fisheries management is encouraged to do so. 

Please contact Lagniappe editor Julie Lively at julieann@lsu.edu
Julie A. Lively
Director, Louisiana Sea Grant College Program
Associate Professor
237 Sea Grant Building
Baton Rouge, LA 70803-7507
Phone: 225-578-6710 
Fax: 225-578-6331
julieann@lsu.edu
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