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Background
	



	




Legal Requirements
	





	



	



Coastal Use Permit (CUP) – Louisiana Office of Coastal Management 
  The permit required by the Office of Coastal Management is the Coastal Use Permit. A CUP is issued as part of the Louisiana 
Coastal Resources Program, which aims to regulate activities within the Coastal Zone for the protection and restoration of 
Louisiana’s coast. Any activity that may impact coastal waters or damage protected environmental areas within the Coastal 
Zone requires a CUP. The CUP is mainly concerned with regulating activities that may increase the loss of wetlands and aquatic 
resources, as well as reducing conflicts between coastal resource users.

Programmatic General Permit (PGP) – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
	


	




Individual Permit
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The Joint Permit Application
 The Joint Permit Application was created to replace older forms which were considered overly complicated. It serves as 
an application for both a CUP and PGP, allowing both agencies to review your application simultaneously. This makes the 
permitting process quicker and easier for homeowners who want to build living shorelines or other projects on state waters.  
	





 The JPA process may appear daunting, but it is very straightforward. You may already have most of the information you 
need. The OCM’s goal is to ensure that your project follows all the applicable laws, and it does so by issuing permits like the 
CUP. If you are a homeowner in the Louisiana Coastal Zone and are considering installing a living shoreline on tidelands near 
your property, this guide will help you navigate the permitting process.
 You can complete and submit the permit application electronically at the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
website. You can also print the form and submit it by mail. If you are accessing this guide electronically, hyperlinks to both can 
be found at the end. If you cannot access an application form online, you can obtain one by contacting OCM at 1-800-267-4019, 
or by writing them at P.O. Box 44487, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-4487.  
 OCM advises potential applicants to call and schedule a Pre-Application Meeting by calling 1-800-267-4019. OCM staff are 
available to discuss proposed projects before the application process begins.
 Within 10 days of submitting the JPA, applications are published in the official journal of the state and parish on the 
Department of Natural Resource’s website. The public can then view and comment on applications for 25 days, after which 
OCM and USACE will review the comments. 

How to Submit a Joint Permit Application Online
	


Step 1: Applicant Information
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Step 2: Authorized Agent Information
	


Step 3: Type of Permit/Action Requested
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Step 4: Pre-Application/Geological Review Meeting/Wetland Determination Information
	



Step 5: Permits/Certifications Previously Requested
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Below are some example project descriptions.

Plantings and Slope Adjustment:
	




 
Oyster Sill:
	




 
Oyster Sill and Planting:
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Step 6: Proposed Project Location
	


Step 7: Adjacent Landowners
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Step 8: Proposed Project Purpose
	




Step 8f  Sample Text: Why is the Proposed Project Needed?
	



7



Step 9: Status of Proposed Project
	


Step 10: Proposed Project Descriptions
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Step 11: Proposed Project Impacts
	



Step 11b Sample Text: What Alternative Locations, Methods and Access Routes Were Considered to 
Avoid Impact to Wetlands and/or Waterbottoms?
	




Step 11c Sample Text: What Efforts Were Made to Minimize Impact to Wetlands and/or 
Waterbottoms?
	


Step 11d Sample Text: How are Unavoidable Impacts to Vegetated Wetlands to be Mitigated?
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Step 12: Landowner/Oyster Lease Holder Notification
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Step 13: Maps and Drawings (Examples of maps and drawings start on page 13)
	



	 




Vicinity Map
	







Plan View Drawing
	






Cross Section Drawing
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https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/how-do-i-get-a-full-scale-plot-a-124000-scale-75-minute-topographic-map
https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/how-do-i-get-a-full-scale-plot-a-124000-scale-75-minute-topographic-map


Additional Steps: Submitting the JPA
	

		  1) for residential projects, a $20 processing fee and $.04 per cubic yard of dredge or fill, and  
		  2) for non-residential projects, a $100 processing fee and $.05 per cubic yard of dredge or fill. 
	


	





Louisiana Office of State Lands Permit
	






	




Conclusion
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Figure 1. Example of plan view of plantings only. 
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Figure 2. Example of cross section of the property in Figure 1. 
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Figure 3. Example of breakwater using oyster shell bags view.
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Figure 4. Example of cross section of Figure 3. 
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Figure 5. Example of plan with plantings and concrete dome locations.
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Figure 6. Example of cross section of the property in Figure 5.
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Figure 7. Example of present condition of property.
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Figure 8. Example of cross section of Figure 7.
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Figure 9. Example of a vicinity map with information that should be included.  
This is from https://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&pid=94

1

PROJECT SITE:
Sect 6   T16S - R23E

Lat:    29°  39'  21"
Long: 90°  06'  39"
X: 2388293.59      
Y: 361793.82        

NAD 27

X
2

1
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6

VICINITY MAP

scale
1" = 500'

- 500'         - 250'          0            250'           500'

1Sample Plats #

Vicinity map should include:

A vicinity map can be obtained from one of these sources:
a copy from a USGS 7.5 minute (1" = 2,000') quad map (                );
a copy of a road map, with scale (is generally acceptable);
or a map can be downloaded from the following websites:
Mapquest.com, Topozone.com, or Yahoo.com.
(Please remove extraneous advertisements from map
       before submitting)

preferred

Exact location of work site
Latitude/Longitude in degrees°- minutes'- seconds" format,
  and where available, Section - Township - Range 
  {UTM (Universal Transverse Mercadum) can be provided for
  informational purposes but is not required, and should include
  whether the reference is NAD27 or NAD83}
Name of all major waterbodies in project vicinity
Roadway names and/or numbers
North Arrow
A drawing scale (i. e. 1" = 100', 1" = 2,000', etc) is preferred.

PLUS IF AVAILABLE:
Access route from the nearest navigation channel to the project location
Access route from shoreline to project location if in marsh
Water depth at frequent intervals along the access route

1
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45
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Helpful Resources and Websites

Online Joint Permit Application – Scroll down and click “Joint Permit Application Online”
https://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/93 

Printable .pdf of the Joint Permit Application from the Louisiana Office of Coastal Management: 
http://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/assets/OCM/permits/JPA2010Fillable.pdf

Oyster Lease Map from Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries: 
http://gis.wlf.la.gov/oystermap/map.html 

GPS Coordinate Finder:
https://www.latlong.net/ 

USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangle Maps: 
https://www.usgs.gov/programs/national-geospatial-program/topographic-maps

Sample plats and drawings from the Louisiana Office of Coastal Management:
https://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/94 

New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers website: 
https://www.mvn.usace.army.mil/ 

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources website: 
https://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/ 

Louisiana Office of Coastal Management website: 
https://www.dnr.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/directory/category/4 

Louisiana Office of State Lands Class B Permit form: 
https://www.doa.la.gov/media/fzynuvlx/permit_form_b.pdf 
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