Flood
Insurance for
Renters

Due to the frequency of
tropical and named storms
in parts of Louisiana, it

is crucial for renters to
consider purchasing

flood insurance. Flood
insurance for renters is a
separate insurance policy
and covers personal
belongings in the event
of flood damage. The
National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP) offers such
policies to renters.

A traditional renters
insurance policy protects
your personal property
against hazards such as
fire, smoke, and vandalism,
but does not cover flood
damage. If the property
you are renting floods
and you do not have
flood insurance, then
your contents are not
covered. While there are
other sources of support in
the event of a disaster, like
federal disaster aid, it is not
guaranteed, often comes
as a loan with interest, and
may take a long time to
receive.

For more
information,
scan the
QR Code.

Eligibility

Renters living in an NFIP-participating area may purchase flood
insurance. To see which Louisiana communities participate in the
NFIP, visit FEMA's Community Status Book online. You can also
determine eligibility by contacting your insurance agent or local
NFIP insurance agent. You can use the online tool at floodsmart.
gov/find or call 1-800-621-3362 to find an insurance agent. If your
community does not participate in the NFIP, you should look for
private insurers.

It is important to note that NFIP policies do not take effect for 30
days, so it is crucial to purchase insurance as soon as possible,
rather than waiting for a named storm or hurricane to hit. There
are two exceptions to the 30-day waiting period, but only one
typically applies to renters: If you purchase flood insurance during
the 1-year period following the release of a new or updated flood
map for your community, then coverage can begin immediately.

The NFIP does not impose named-storm purchase freezes.
However, private insurers may suspend selling insurance if a
hurricane or tropical storm is approaching, so it is important to
confirm with your specific agent.

Renters Flood Insurance Premiums

Premiums are based on various factors like location, building
characteristics, location of belongings (basement vs. higher floor),
flood risk type, claims history, deductible amount, and coverage
amount. Renters’ NFIP policy premium is generally an annual
payment, not monthly.

Coverage

NFIP flood insurance will cover up to $100,000 of damage to
personal property in rental units on the first floor or above. The
contents covered by flood insurance include the following:
bedroom furniture, clothing, mattress and bedding, bath mats,
shower curtains, toiletries, living room furniture, rugs, books,
television and electronics, kitchen furniture, kitchenware, and
refrigerators.

Coverage for renters living in basements is much more restricted.
In basements, the contents are limited to a washer, a dryer, a
freezer, and food within that freezer.

Renters flood insurance does not cover structural damage as that
will be under the landlord’s policy. Vehicles are also not covered
under flood insurance and instead may be covered under your
auto insurance policy.

You may also be eligible for coverage of unique or particularly
valuable items like artwork, autographed items, jewelry, furs, or
personal property used in business. For those special items there
is a $2,500 coverage limit.



Deductibles

FEMA provides a range of deductibles for NFIP policies that can go as high as $10,000. Check your policy
and your agent to be aware of your deductible. You must pay the deductible before your coverage kicks in.
Private flood insurance policies may have different deductible requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a flood zone?

A flood zone is a geographic area catagorizing by the estimated flood risk. FEMA determines flood
zones by estimating the likelihood and potential impact of flooding in these areas.

Why are flood zones important to know about as a renter?

As a renter, you are not required to purchase flood insurance. However, if the property you are renting
floods and you do not have flood insurance, then your contents are not covered. Floods can happen
anywhere, but knowing the flood zone you are in can better help prepare you for potential flooding.

Find Your Flood Zone

To see if you are renting in a high-risk flood zone, you can visit the FEMA flood map service center
online at fema.gov.

Louisiana renters can also use the LSU AgCenter FloodMaps Portal to access their flood maps at maps.
Isuagcenter.com/floodmaps.

Resources
Visit our project website: www.laseagrant.org/resources/insurance
Authors: P. DiPaola, D. Reid, N. Pace, M. Daigle, C. Franze, D. Seibert

This publication was produced by the Louisiana Sea Grant Law & Policy Sea Grant
Program with funding provided in part by NOAA. NA220AR4170105. LOUISIANA

All information current as of June 2026.



https://www.laseagrant.org/resources/insurance
https://lsuagcenter.com/floodmaps
https://fema.gov



