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Q

Willie Spooner, Jr. was a school teacher and boycott supporter. Here, he explains

the level of commitment to the boycott that was necessary for riders who needed
public transportation for their livelihood:

And during the bus boycott it was a tremendous sacrifice for me because | was

married; | was working on Terrace and Highland Road, so bus transportation was
the only transportation that | had at that time. But we gave it up, my wife and |.
We gave it up to try to make the bus boycott work."

http://oralhistory.blogs.lib.lsu.edu/2010/01/




Q

Almenia Freeman, a boycott supporter recalls her efforts in provision of
alternative transportation.

"When the bus boycott come along in 1953, | was happy to help with that. We met
with Mr. [Fred] Matthews and Reverend Jemison and others. We had meetings,

and | was available to get out and drive up and down the road, take people
wherever they had to go. It was like a daily job. It was a pleasure, you know?"

http://oralhistory.blogs.lib.lsu.edu/2010/01/




Q

Most people that lived along the bayou lived, they worked in . . . later on, in the oil field but
before that, it was trappers. We trapped furs like muskrats, minks, otters. Every year, we’d
go to a camp in the marsh. | used to be the skinner of my daddy’s muskrats, | used to skin
pelts....Yes. And | was just fourteen, fifteen years old so everybody would . . . but the bayou
was it. That was “Main Street”. And on both sides, people lived and | remember as a child
we had a grocery store across the bayou. We had to ride a flat boat to go buy groceries.
Painting . . . if people would realize just what painting is . . . that you can lose yourself. It’s
so rewarding. You can meditate, you can . .. you know. It’s really wonderful. | had to do a
rendering of this boat to show my children how it was when | was a young kid growing up
we’d stand on the bayou and they would pass, they’d go from New Orleans from Grand
Isle. Grand Isle raised watermelons and, | didn’t know that at that time, but | found out
later that they did the cucumbers and they’d go to the French market in New Orleans with
that. So | did a rendering of that boat, as I’m standing on the shore. They would throw us
bananas and apples and stuff like that so I did that and I’ll show it to you if you want.

http://oralhistory.blogs.lib.Isu.edu/2011/02/22/%E2%80%9Cgo-home %E2%80%A6-and-listen-again-a-religious-
studies-oral-history-project-offers-insights-into-life-along-bayou-lafourche/)




Q

JOHN DOUCET: Anyway, by the time we got there, things were really bad.
We got out, we went in the house and it was late. It was almost time to go to
bed but as a kid, | was petrified. | was a nervous wreck. | couldn’t possibly go to
bed. Alright? So mom was nervous, everybody was nervous. They wanted the
kids in bed and away, so. | was nervous. | threw up in bed. | remember that the
boards that my aunt had put against her window were pounding and one of the
windows crashed on top of me so there was no way | was getting back in bed so
| was a wreck all night but the most harrowing thing was when the man got
together to murmur the Rosary. When women pray, it’s alright. When men pray,
you know something’s wrong. And that was probably . . . it wasn’t’ the
nervousness, it wasn’t ‘cause my dad wasn’t there although those were
tremendously big emotional things. It wasn’t the glass falling on me. When my
grandpa and the other men started praying, that was scary.

http://oralhistory.blogs.lib.Isu.edu/2011/02/22/%E2%80%9Cgo-home%E2%80%A6-and-listen-again-a-religious-
studies-oral-history-project-offers-insights-into-life-along-bayou-lafourche/)
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http://www.loc.gov/teachers/index.html

http://www.tellingstories.org/

http://www.st.nmfs.noaa.gov/voicesfromthefisheries/
documents/VFF handbook final.pdf

http://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/williams/
talking gumbo.pdf

http://www.lib.Isu.edu/special/williams/video.html




http://www.blandcountyhistoryarchives.org/gap.html

http://www.icsd.k12.ny.us/legacy/esp/Caroline/emiller/

http://www.dce.k12.wi.us/srhigh/socialstudies/histday/

http://www.ncrcn.org/projects/av/av vov.html













Talking Gumbo

Voices from the Fisheries Handbook

Talking Gumbo. P.8-11

Talking Gumbo (p.72-86), Library of Congress
Voices from the Fisheries (p.95)



















Biographical Data Form







“Oral History and the Law”




Interviewee Release Form

Interviewer/Permission Form




Nea brant

“Educator and Student Guidelines” of the Oral History Evaluation
Guidelines.
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Williams Center Sample (10 pp)

Bayou Lafourche

Coastal Changes






















“You’ve Got to Hear This Story!”










See Talking Gumbo, p. 44




See Talking Gumbo, p. 46










Better to do on-site,
rather than
“borrowing”
materials

Invite the
Interviewee to
school or library to
use scanner there
















See Field Recorder Tutorial




See Field Recorder Tutorial




See: After the Interview Checklist #1-2







See: After the Interview Checklist #3




See: After the Interview Checklist #4




Express Scribe Software:







(Timmy Vincent by Darcy Wilkins)




See OHA guidelines:

Talking Gumbo pp. 68-70

Voices, p. /8




See OHA guidelines:

Talking Gumbo pp. 68-70

Voices, p. /8










