
Dear Member of Congress/Senator:

Nearly 95 percent of the federal funding provided to the National Sea Grant College Program leaves Washington and goes to state programs, where it is used to conduct research, carry out extension and STEM education activities, and deliver valuable services to the coastal communities of Louisiana and other Sea Grant states.
Sea Grant provides exceptional value to our nation’s taxpayers. During its latest reporting year, the Louisiana Sea Grant College Program received approximately $1.5 million in federal funding, yet generated $17.7 million in economic benefit to our state through its activities. Louisiana Sea Grant helped in the creation of 116 businesses in 2015, as well as provided thousands of commercial fishermen with valuable lessons on how to conduct their operations more efficiently and more sustainably.
SPECIFIC EXAMPLE SAMPLE TEXT. REPLACE WITH TEXT SPECIFIC TO THE STAKEHOLDER
The Louisiana Oyster Task Force, and our oyster industry in general, has had a long working relationship with Louisiana Sea Grant. Chairing research and aquaculture committees, conducting Task Force targeted on-vessel research, coordinating our annual oyster industry conventions since 1985, helping draft pertinent legislation, and collaborating and assisting with Task Force endeavors at the state and federal level are just a few examples of Louisiana Sea Grant’s contributions to our industry. Recent expansion into alternative culture methods to achieve faster growth to market-size, higher meat yield and hatchery-based oyster seed production is another part of Louisiana Sea Grant’s mission serving our state and our industry.
Because of the importance of the Sea Grant program to the long-term health of Louisiana and the nation, we are asking you to request that the Appropriations Committees fund the National Sea Grant College Program at a level of $80 million in fiscal year 2018. This would support the key focus areas in the program’s strategic plan. 
We urge you to strongly support the National Sea Grant College Program. 
Sincerely,
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