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NAVIGATING FEDERAL DISASTER AID 
Project Overview 
During times of natural disasters, programs like those found in the Stafford Act or 
fishery disaster protections of the Magnuson-Stevens Act are essential to the recovery 
of local communities. The goal of this project is to provide easy to understand, helpful 
guidance about the programs that may be available post-disaster.  These important 
resources are available for sharing and promoting to all who may be affected or 
interested. 

With a focus on coastal Louisiana, Louisiana Sea Grant has created outreach materials 
that include factsheets, short videos, and social media content on key aspects of natural 
disasters and fisheries disasters. Most of these documents are not Louisiana specific 
and are useful nation-wide for any declared disaster where FEMA assistance has been 
requested and approved. These tools are not restricted to only hurricanes as these 
processes are often identical for other disaster events such as wildland fires, floods, 
and most other natural disasters. These materials build a foundational understanding of 
what federal resources may be available following a disaster event and help navigate 
applicants through FEMA’s process to apply for assistance. 

The outreach materials focus on federal aspects of law, making them useful and 
replicable across the country. The initial products were used across the southeast during 
the 2024 hurricane season and new products have been developed and updated. 
These resources are available here: www.laseagrant.org/resources/disaster-aid. 

Project Materials 

This project was developed by Louisiana Sea Grant with funding from the Coastal 
Response Research Center and the NOAA Disaster Response Center. Collectively, 
we hope that you will use your communications and public facing resources to add 
greater awareness of these products before, during, and after a disaster to benefit 
those that might be struggling to understand what assistance might be available and 
how to apply for it. Navigating FEMA’s assistance programs can be complex; the 
resources attempt to make the process more straight-forward. 

Project Par tners 

We would also encourage that you consider hosting and/or adapting many of these 
tools to your local and regional needs. Should you be interested, please contact Niki 
Pace at nlpace@lsu.edu. 

Adaptable for Other States 
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